The Baltimore Faith/Labor Consultation
On Forging a Transformative Movement with Labor as a Major Focus

September 8, 2005

We, the undersigned, invite your prayerful reading and repection on this brief summation of a very signiycant
clergy/labor gathering. You will ynd in this communication a call to a speciyc labor campaign linked to a larger
vision of building a broad social justice movement in our country.

On September 8, 2005, a small group of committed African American Clergy from several denominations from
across the country together with several members of Interfaith Worker Justice (I WJ) gathered in Baltimore with
labor leaders from the Service Employees International Union (SEIU). The meeting focused on the importance
and urgency of forging a transformative movement with faith and labor at it its core®a movement that can
contribute to reclaiming the fullness of the Christian faith as we work together towards a moral center in our
nation that can engage the critical issues facing poor and working people, especially people of color.

We discussed the implications of the Gulf Coast/ New Orleans tragedy, especially its class and race implications.
We looked at the growing divide between the fihaveso and fihave notso in our country and around the world. We
discussed the fragmented state of both faith and labor. We discussed the vision of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
that was manifested in his last effort to forge an inclusive, multi-racial beloved community movement (the poor
peopleds campaign) with economics/labor at its core. In that regard, there was sharing of work currently underway
by some southern clergy to forge a labor/faith conference in Memphis in July of 2006 to reclaim and reconnect to
Dr. Kinggs vision. The discussion was challenging, inspiring and energizing.

With the aforementioned discussion as context, we made the decision to focus on partnering with SEIU
in its effort to organize over 1,000,000 (one million) security guards. The campaign will focus initially on
seven cities®Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Washington, DC, Seattle, San Francisco, and Los Angeles. The
campaign will be carried out in such a way as to contribute to the movement referenced above. Your name was
suggested by one of the undersigned as a person who might be interested in joining with this effort. Someone will
be in touch with you soon to discuss in more detail the work being pursued in your area and to determine how you
might support it in a manner that is appropriate for you.
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